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(akoro Mmonunacs cs. Mapis
€runetcbka fo boropoauui)

«0 [liso, Bnaguumue, wo nopoguna
nnotTio bora Cno.a, 3Hato, BOICTUHY
%' 3Halo, WO Hema ToOi Hi yecTi, Hi nox-
Banu, KONM Taka HeYMCTa W CKBepHa
OnyaHMUA OUBUTLCA Ha TBOK YECHY
1 ikony Mpeyncroi MpucHogisn Mapii,
' WO MaE€ Tino 1 gyLy YncTy 1 HecKBep-
Hy. CnpaBeanueo, wob TBOs AIBCT-
' BeHHa YNCTOTa rMayBana MHOIO il He-
. HaBugina MeHe, 6nyaHuuto. Ta yyna
1, wo bor, sikoro TM nopoauna, Ha Te
CTaB YOJ10BiKOM, W06 NpU3BaTK rpiLu-
2 HUKIB A0 nokasHHA. Momoxu MmeHi,
Z1 KOTDIii HIXTO HE MOXe MOMOrTH, no-
4| Benu, Wo6 i s Morna 3aiTu go uep-
A| KBY, AO3BONb MeHi 6aunTu YecHe [e-
peBo, A0 AKOro OyB NOTTO NpPUOU-
TMn Bor, wo Hapoamscs i3 Tebe, wWo
BigaaB cBoto KpoB 3a MOe cnaciHHs.
" Moenu, Bnagnunue, wob6 i MeHi, He-

| AOCTOWMHIN, BiAYMHUNUCA ABepi, Wob
41 1 Morna noknoHUTUcs 6oXecTBeH-
! Homy XpecTy. | 6yAb MeHi HaWneBHi-
Wwow nopyuutenbkow. Konm cesate
! xpecHe [lepeBo CuHa TBOro nobauy,
| TO LibOrO CBITY i BCLOTO, WO B HLOMY,
|\ Bigpeuycs». AMiHb!
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Thanks are extended to Fr. Edward Young for conducting the Retreat-
Mission in our Parish last weekend, March 21st and 22", Thank you all
who attend. God Bless You, Fr. Edward! It was good to be with you.

CeppeuHa nopsika o. Ensappaosi FOHrOBI 3a 3rogy npoBaanTH peKosiek-
uisame-micisimu y cy6oTy i Hepinto, 21 i 22 6epe3sHs. Xai locnoab weapo
6narocnoButb! Ha MHoras i Bnaras Ilital [Jakyemo ycim 3a y4actb!




GHURGH BULLETIN

March 29 - m — 29 6epe3Hs
IIEPKOBHHUN BIGHHK
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM +Mykola Paslawsky '
(family) — Mykola’s birthday

29 6epesHsn: 5 H. Benukoro MocTyEIL T
March 29: 5t Sunday of Great Lent

10:00 AM +€Bcraxii [laHyak (BHyu4Ka)
Monday, March 30 6epesHs, noHeginok

Tuesday, March 31 6epesHs, BiBTOpOK

11:00 AM 3a Bcix WO 3arMHynK y BilHi B YKpaiHi
Wednesday, April 1 kBiTHA, cepeaa

12:00 PM Presanctified gifts — Mpexageocs. Japu

Thursday, April 2 kBiTHS1, yeTBep

9:00 AM 3a Bcix xBopux — For all sick & suffering

Friday, April 3 kBiTHA, N’ATHALA

12:00 PM Presanctified gifts — Mpexaeocs. fapu

Sorokousty — CopokoycTu

Saturday, April 4 kBiTHS, cyboTa

9:00 AM 3a MapoxisH - For Parishioners

3:00 PM Blessing of the Pascha for Gregorian Cal.
BnarocnoseHHs nacok ans rperop Kan.

4:30 PM +Michael llkiwskyj ? NG
(family)

5 keiTHA: KBITHA HEQINA
April 5: PALM SUNDAY

10:00 AM 3a Mwup B YkpaiHi — For Peace in Ukraine

Monday, April 6 KBiTHSI, nOHeAiNOK
5:00 PM +Ray Kowalyk — 40t day
and Panachyda (Family)

BiyHe cBiTNO roputb 3a Mup B YKpaiHi
Eternal Light burns for peace in Ukraine

Eternal Light Honoring Mother of God
burns for Special Intention (Maria Petryshyn)

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
LlepkBa CBsiToro Mukonas
(Mig Onikoto N.A.M.)

MOPALOK CB. NITYPTIN

Roof Fund (additional donations):
In memory of Ray Kowalyk

Akacia Belmega - $100.00
Zino Kowal - $100.00
Lesia Nowey - $100.00
Janet Smolinski - $100.00
Maria Petreshyn - $50.00
Carole Wright - $50.00
Olga Bula - $40.00

Mary Ann Puhacz - $40.00

Thanks are extended to all who donated to the
Roof Fund in Memory of +Ray Kowalyk, and the
family who assigned it to this needed cause! God
Bless you all! Eternal Memory to +Ray Kowalyk!

MonwuTtBa cB. Ecppema CupuHa (+373)

Focnoau i Bnaguko xutTa Moro, gyxa
niHMBCTBa, HegdanocTH, BNacTonkb'a i
NycTOCNOB'A BiAX1HM Bif, MeHe. (NOK/IiH)

Dyxa ynctoTn, nokopu, TepnenmBoCcTy i N0OOBK
Zai MeHi cny3i TBOEMY. (NOKJTiH)

Tak, Focnoaw uapto, Aan MeHi 6a4nTV NPOBUHK
Moi, | He ocyaKyBaTH GpaTa MOro Hi cecTpu
Moe€i, 60 TM bnarocnoBeH €CU Ha BikU BiuHi .
AMiHb' (noxniH)

Prayer of St. Ephrem (+373)

O Lord and Master of my life, Take away from me
the will to be lazy and to be sad, the desire to get
ahead of other people, to boast and brag.
(Profound bow)

Give me instead, a pure and humble spirit, the
will to be patient with other people and to love
them. (Profound bow)

Let me realize my own mistakes, and keep me

from judging the things other people do. For you
are blessed, now and forever, Amen. (Prof. bow)

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney \

716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

) | Lippes
Mathias

Wexler Friedman LLp

Albany | Buffalo | Florlda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.

lippes.com

Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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Ask me about
the 100% Money
Real Estate Services  Back Guarantee‘

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com =W

2

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

[Esasanniey] COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »

m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *
POVl  BATTERIES/AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES -

' el MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES *
TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

PHONE 893-1025

-

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

FAX 2398 GENESEE ST.
822-1574  825-7428 827-8895 AskForToM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225
Proud to SUpport Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Another location at:
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca, one block North of Clinton.

New spacious location, fresh and modern facility. On
site Chapel is separated from large viewing rooms.
Lower level has a new café plus a reception hall
for family use.

Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

(Pietszak §Q>

Funeral Home

www.Pietszak.com (716) 897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, 14210

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, 14206

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHcopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!




UkraINIAN Y. YkpPaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEJIEPAJIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

Birthday wishes to the following parishioners th
who celebrate a birthday in April: s"nda'l “amn 29

Ulana Scheidle
Independent Beauty Consultant

P 3
(716) 309-2772 &
uscheidle@verizon.net =

www.marykay.com/uscheidle

(716) 628-7882

Contact me for a complimentary facial

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on your
savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

MEPCOHAITbHI TA BISHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI OCNYT
OLLALIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTUOIKATYA | MM |
MEHCIVHI PAXYHKM | O3VKVI | KPEAUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MIATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEYGRAM |
[POLLOBI MEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCIYT1 HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKTAIVICTUMEHA]

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

WWW. eurodellsausage com

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:

Bologna ¢ Salami * Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese  Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter  Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

i 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Z810) Amherst (Getzville Plaza)

688-1495

4166 Union Rd. -
1 ™y
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) )34.-

630-0130

OFFESSIONAL COLLISION & MORE

Nick Hurmak
(716) 316- 2540

MANAGLR
(716) 578- 8185
112 DLLAWARE STRELT
TONAWANDA, i
FAX: {716) 26(
www.redstarautomotive. com

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Ambherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www_.ukrainianfcu.org

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3aynHeHi no noHeAinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumHeHi no cepepnax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

[9:30 am -5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
[ToH., BIBTOpOK, 4eTBEP 3 BiBTOpKa N0 YeTBEP
Friday / M'atHuys Friday / M'atHuus
[9:30 am - 6 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cybota Saturday / Cy6ota
|9am-1pm| [9am-1pm|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

Ukrainian CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
[MigTpumante Baw HapogHum [Lim

Susan Szczublewski
Bohdan Nazarevych
Maria Sedlarczuk
Keith Curtis
Roksolana Miecyjak
Andrew Chwesik 8
Andrew Paul Malaniak 10
Igor Nazaruk11

Diana Derhak 11
Melissa Obermiller 12
George Borowiec 12
Diana Dmytrasz 14
Luba Terech 18

Victor Bandriwsky 18
Jack Julian 19

Natalia Menclewicz 20
Nataliya Almeter 24
Phillip Procyk 24
Bohdan Kowalczuk 25
Myron Prystyko 27
Mykola Kurij 28
Michael Michalow 29
Marianne Katherine Chort 29

And our Children:

Alannah Ann Dailay 2
Leo Edward Zimmer 6
Alexander Peter Trojan 7
Sophia Manriquez 9
Pavlo Dumin 17

Milayna Berghold 25

NN~NWw =

T1am-39pm

at Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Hall
200 Como Park Ave. Cheektowaga, NY 14227

PIEROGI EASTER FEST

AID For UKRAINE Fundraiser
Potato, Cheese & Kraut Plerogi

e Cabbage Rolls e Sauerkraut & Sausage
e Borscht e Easter Bread (paska)
e Cakes & Cookies e Basket Raffle

e Shish Kebobs e Ukrainian Souvenirs

(Dine-In or Take-Out |

Pre-order To-Go Cabbage Rolls & Pierogi - Text to 716-324-6625

Make checks payable to: Aid for Ukraine UFCU
Account # 1101037710 c/o Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www. PavPaI com/fundraiser/charity/1438034

- &L ] o =
Sponsored by Buffalo Area Ukrainian Churches and Organizations

Many Happy Years!
Ha MHoras i bnaras Jlita!

@) .
o[enlen LSpm[ua/ BETMKOMNOCHA
) e JYXOBHA JIEKILS
———— O e —— 7—04:‘,‘/;3-0-7 —_—
Professor Dr. Vasile Babota TMpogecop a-p Bacimn babota
Professor of Sacred Seripture TMpadecop Casroro Micuma
Pontifical Gregorian University (Rome-Vatican) Tlancuxi [purog i Yniveparer (Prw-B.
Directee of the Ukrainian Bible Translation N Bibika” Jipexcrop yxgalicssoro nepenty Bi6ii “Kiscoxa Bifinin”
== ==
Enter More Deeply into 3anypivocst mm6ue B Boe Croso
the Word of God This Lent B uaci Benkoro Iocty

* Grow in understanding of God's Word

* Deepen our Lenten conversion

* Strengthen our faith through biblical insight

Bisropox, 31 6epeiist o 6 rommi Beuepoyt I
St. John the Baptist ﬁ

i

1

Tuesday, March 31 at 6:00 PM

St. John the Baptist
3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore, NY H217

Coufsson avlabe before and afe he lectare

3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore, NY 14217

Cronizn 70 i nica Hayxu

* Prepare our hearts for the Resurrection: of Christ

»
&

* L'mGuse 3posymitn Boxe Croso
* [oomGiet BeaKonoCHe Hasepuelns

* 3uiwumi sipy uepes 6iGairine nisnamin

* [Tpurotysari cepiga no Bockpeciniia Npucresoro

R




Dnipro Update

Bar and kitchen open Fridays at 6pm. Support our
cook Tatiana and try her delicious, home cooked
Ukrainian meals.

Rent out our spaces for your next party or event
email bookdnipro@gmail.com or call 856-4476

Annual membership - Please renew your
membership or become a Dnipro member. Only
$20 for Ukrainians and $25 for social
membership. Inquire at the bar to fill out a form.

Event Calendar:

March 29 Aid for Ukraine Fundraiser
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
200 Como Park Blvd, 11am-5pm Basket raffles,
Ukrainian food, vendors, baked goods.

April 6 Dyngus Day - DJ Joe Gould
Dnipro 5-10pm Kitchen and Bar open. DJ Gould
playing popular favorites and Polish polkas 6-9pm

April 24 Live Music - Willie May Blues Band
Dnipro 7-10pm Buffalo's award winning
Blues band. Kitchen open 6-9pm

May 1 Live Music - Olivia Amorian
Dnipro 7-9pm Playing original and popular
music. Kitchen open 6-9pm

May 29 Live Music - Bria Blessing
Dnipro 7-8:30pm. Bria Blessing was born in Texas
but traveled to Ukraine and lived there for 25 years
embracing Ukrainian culture and spirit. She sings
and speaks flawlessly in Ukrainian. She was even
on the famous Ukrainian singing competition TV
show “Voice of Ukraine.”

June 5 Latin Night with Son Borikua
Dnipro 7-10pm playing latin music.
Professional Latin dance lesson.

Thank you for your support!

Slava Ukraini/Glory to Ukraine!
Heroyam Slava/Glory to the heroes!

Adrianna Liddell
Operations Director
Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center

John Paul Szczublewski
Outstanding Undergraduate Scholar Award

' 2025-2026

ate
" outstanding Undergr?‘;i;:

Scholar Awards Ce

John Paul was selected by the Kate Gleason
College of Engineering to receive the Outstanding
Undergraduate Scholar Award. They had a beautiful
ceremony on Thursday, March 26, 2026 during which
John Paul and the other recipients were given a
special engraved medallion by the RIT President and
Provost. It is the highest honor given by RIT. “The
Outstanding  Undergraduate  Scholar  Award
celebrates the top 1% of undergraduate students
who achieve academic excellence while also giving
back to the community through civic or volunteer
work, and by conducting research, being engaged in
co-op work experiences in their field of study, and
demonstrating exceptional leadership while also
participating in various extracurricular activities.”

Congratulations, John Paul
Many Happy Years! Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!

» CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED

Check with us later — Things might change.
» Thank you for your help and patronage!
» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Thursday evening.
IEPK. BIGHHK Buaactbcs TMXHEBO.
IHchopmaLii npocumo noagaBaTu Jo YeTBepra.

SAINT NICHOLAS
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUII LKA TEPKBA
GBATOIO MHEKOAAHA
(TIIA OMIKOIO MPEYHGTOI
AIRH MAPTI OAITITPIT)

5t Sunday of Lent

5 He.qlnﬂ Benm(oro I'IocTy

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian
Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine

i
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281
OpraHisauis 06opoHn Yotupbox CBobig YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIWBVET - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
WELWRZEGEY - http://www.stnbuffalo.com
- http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: No fax number
Kitchen: 852-1908
- In Emergency call:

(716) 830-3920

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepep C.. Jlityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: TonocuTics 6 MicsLiB ckopLle

Dioc. Web:

Religion classes — PeniriHa lNporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBnHHa NOBIZOMUTY CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXan MOXHA 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are Hospitalized,
Homebound and need a priest.
IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH Y
AMHHLL ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 AikKa!




Story of Mary of Egypt: Zosima went far, far into the
desert with a secret hope of finding some father who
might be living there.... And he wandered on tireless, as if
hurrying on to some definite place. He had already walked
for 20 days and when the 6th hour came he stopped and,
turning to the East, he began to sing the sixth Hour and
recite the customary prayers. He used to break his
journey thus at fixed hours of the day to rest a little, to
chant psalms standing and to pray on bent knees. And as
he sang thus without turning his eyes from the heavens,
he suddenly saw to the right of the hillock on which he
stood the semblance of a human body. At first he was
confused thinking he beheld a vision of the devil, and
even started with fear. But, having guarded himself with
he sign of the Cross and banished all fear, he turned his
gaze in that direction and in truth saw some form gliding
southwards. It was naked, the skin dark as if burned up
by the heat of the sun; the hair on its head was white as a
fleece, and not long, falling just below its neck. Zosima
was so overjoyed at beholding a human form that he ran
after it in pursuit, but the form fled from him. He followed.
At length, when he was near enough to be heard, he
shouted: "Why do you run from an old man and a sinner?
Slave of the True God, wait for me, whoever you are, in
God's name | tell you, for the love of God for Whose sake
you are living in the desert." "Forgive me for God's sake,
but | cannot turn towards you and show you my face,
Abba Zosima. For | am a woman and naked as you see
with the uncovered shame of my body. But if you would
like to fulfill one wish of a sinful woman, throw me your
cloak so that | can cover my body and can turn to you and
ask for your blessing." Here terror seized Zosima, for he
heard that she called him by name. But he realized that
she could not have done so without knowing anything of
him if she had not had the power of spiritual insight. He at
once did as he was asked. He took off his old, tattered
cloak and threw it to her, turning away. She picked it up
and was able to cover at least a part of her body.

Then she turned to Zosima and said: "Why did you
wish, Abba Zosima, to see a sinful woman? What do you
wish to hear or learn from me, you who have not shrunk
from such great struggles?" Zosima threw himself on the
ground and asked for her blessing. She likewise bowed
down before him. And thus they lay on the ground
prostrate asking for each other's blessing. And one word
alone could be heard from both: "Bless me!" After a long
while the woman said to Zosima: "Abba Zosima, it is you
who must give blessing and pray. You are dignified by the
order of priesthood and for may years you have been
standing before the holy altar and offering the sacrifice of

the Divine Mysteries." This flung Zosima into even greater
terror. At length with tears he said to her: "0 mother, filled
with he spirit, by your mode of life it is evident that you
live with God and have died to the world. The Grace
granted to you is apparent -- for you have called me by
name and recognized that | am a priest, though you have
never seen me before. Grace is recognized not by one's
orders, but by gifts of the Spirit, so give me your blessing
for God's sake, for | need your prayers.” Then giving way
before the wish of the elder the woman said: "Blessed is
God Who cares for the salvation of men and their souls."
Zosima answered: "Amen." And both rose to their feet.
Then the woman asked the elder: "Why have you come,
man of God, to me who am so sinful? Why do you wish to
see a woman naked an devoid of every virtue? Though I
know one thing -- the Grace of the Holy Spirit has brought
you to render me a service in time. Tell me, father, how are
the Christian peoples living? And the kings? How is the
Church guided?" Zosima said: "By your prayers, mother,
Christ has granted lasting peace to all. But fulfill the
unworthy petition of an old man and pray for the whole
world and for me who am a sinner, so that my wanderings
in the desert may not be fruitless." She answered: "You
who are a priest, Abba Zosima, it is you who must pray for
me and for all -- for this is your calling. But as we must all
be obedient, | will gladly do what you ask." And with these
words she turned to the East, and raising her eyes to
heaven and stretching out her hands, she began to pray
in a whisper.

One could not hear separate words, so that Zosima
could not understand anything that she said in her
prayers. Meanwhile he stood, according to his own word,
all in a flutter, looking at the ground without saying a
word. ... he took his eyes off the ground and saw that she
was raised about a forearm's distance from the ground
and stood praying in the air. When he saw this, even
greater terror seized him and he fell on the ground
weeping and repeating may times, "Lord have mercy."
And whilst lying prostrate on the ground he was tempted
by a thought: Is it not a spirit, and perhaps her prayer is
hypocrisy. But at the very same moment the woman
turned round, raised the elder from the ground and said:
"Thoughts, tempting you about me, trouble you, Abba,
telling you | am a spirit, and that my prayer is feigned?
Know, holy father, that | am only a sinful woman, though |
am guarded by Holy baptism. And | am no spirit but earth
and ashes, and flesh alone."...

This is only part of the Story of St. Mary of Egypt.
Here is the link if you wish to read it in full:
https://www.stmaryofegypt.com/maryofeqypt

5 HEQINA BEJIMKOIr O NOCTY

CooropHi [’ATa Hegina Benukoro nocty. €BaHrenie Big
Mapka po3noBigae Ham npo nogijto, Konu ABOE BpaTiB —
fAkiB Ta IBaH - npuctynatoTb fo Xpucta 3 npo-
XaHHsM, Wwo6 y Moro LlapcTai Mornu Bokm
CMAiTU OAMH NO NpaBuui, a ApYruA — no
nieuui. Y €Banrenii Big Mares 3ragyeTtb-
cA nopiObHe, TiNbKM Tam iXHA MmaTu
Conomia cama npuctynae go Xpucra 3
BUWe 3ragaHoi npuunHu. OueBumaHo,
6aTbKM 3aBXAN KYPATLCSA CBOIMU AiTbMM,
CTapalTbCA BMBECTU iX B NIOAU, WOOK iM
KpaLLe XuIoCs, NP1 LbOMY iHKONMN He 3BepTa-
toumn yBary Ha iHwux. Moxemo cobi yBuTH peakLito
iHwux anoctonis. BoHu HapikatoTb Ha IBaHa Ta flkoBa,
Ha3MBalThb iX camontobamu. besnepeyHo, y HUX y cammx
Oynu cxoxi AyMKuM, He po3yMitoun XpUCTOBOrO 3aBfaHHA
TyT, Ha 3emni. BoHM Mpisinu npo BU3BONEHHS Bif PUMIISH,
i 30BCiM He 3BepTanu yBary Ha XpucTa, IKUIA ax Tpuui
CMOBICTUB iM NPO CBOK CMEPTb, ane Takox
3rapaB i npo BockpeciHHa. Anoctonu He
KYPUNUCA, WO cTaHeTbCA 3 XPUCTOM, He a
AyMmanu, o o3Havae Te, wo BiH Bockpec-
He 3 MepTBuX. BoHu xypunucs, wo 6yae
3 HUMM | iXHbOHK Kap’epoto.

[obpe Gaxatu Benukoro. [lo uboro
yci MW NOKNMKaHi, ane BaxnvMBoO npw
uboMy, o6 BCe YMHUTM cnpaBepd-
NUBO i KOroCb He CKpPUBAWTH; He
3a3puTH TUM, KOMY Kpale BeaeTb-
Cfl; He HamaraTmcs KOrocb OYOpPHU-
™!, Wo0O cebe niaBUWMTH.

Oocutb yacTo My 3a3gpumo go-
i, WwacTio abo MaeTkaM iHLIKX fnto-
Aei. Xotinu 6u 6yTn nogibHMMK
40 HUX abo 1 Kpawumu, XoTinu
Ou MaTu Te, WO MaKoTh iHWi, abo
Moxe e Ginbue. «Konu 6 s 6yB
Garatuit, AK Min cycig, oto ©
MeHi gobpe xunoca. 1 6yB 6u Wwacnueuity, - 3ragyBaB
4acTo OZMH 3a34pPiCHMIA YONOBIK Y CBOIX MonuTBax. [ani
nereHga po3nosigae, WO aHren NPUCTYnae [0 HLOrO i
kaxe: «Hebo noyyno TBOi MONUTBM, i MeHe nNpUcnaHo
CMOBHUTU TBOI OaXaHHS, ane TiNbKK Nig oOgHIE YMOBOI.
BprileHui YonoBik noTep pagicHO PyKH, CepaeyHo noas-
KyBaB i 3 LikaBicTio 3anuTaB: «| sika X ue ymoBa?» Togi
aHren nosicHus: «llopasy, konu Tv wWocb 3a00yAew,
TBOEMY CycifoBi AacTbcA BABIYi binbLe.» Yonosik onyc-
TUB PYKM, IMUOOKO 3iTXHYB, NOXWUTaB roJIOBOK i CYMHO
npomoBuB: "KpaLlue, Hexai Takoro He Byae, He X0uy Hivo-

ro, 60 Ue Hacnpasgi Toro He BapTe. Hemae npnunHK, Woo
Mii cycif 36arauyBaBcsi 3a Mili paxyHOK, i we W MaB
binbLe, Hix a».

He3anexHo Big TOro cKinbku y Hac BCbOro €,

MM 3aBXAU X04eMo MaTu binblue. Ham Bax-

KO MPUIHATM AYMKY, WO iHWi y Yyomy Gy-

OyTb Hac nepeBuwyBatu. Ham OGpakye

CKPOMHOCTM. Mu 3BMKNM BUHY 3a Hawi

HeBfayi nepekuaaT Ha iHWMX, Xo4a Y

GinblwocTi MM cami Npu TOMy 3aBMHUNW.

He ogHy cnpaBy moxHa 6 nerko nonarogu-
TH, KOnu 6 MM HaBYMnUCA GinbLue cnyxarw,
a MeHLWe roBopuTH; Ginble BYATUCA Bif iH-

KX, 3aMiCTb CTapaTUCA 3a BCAKY LiHy iX HaBYaTh,
Hakupaw4u cBOK AYMKY; binble npurnagatmes, aK iHwWi
pobnaTb, Wo6 MorTv 3pobuTtH Kpawe, a He pobutn no-
CBOEMY, a NOTiM HapikaTy, WO iHWi Manu kpawi igei.

3asppicTb noBonu 3abmeae noguHy. Mu Bcsiko Hamara-
€MOCS MepeKOHaTH iHWMX, Wob BOHKU A0Ope npo Hac ro-
BOpUNU, LWOOM XBanunu Hac
HaBiTb TOAi, KONN MU LbOTO He
3acnyxunu. He pa3 ctapaemo-
CS1 OYOPHIOBATH iHILNX, WOO BU-

BULLUTUCS, i TaK noBonu 3aby-

Ba€EMO Npo No6OB A0 BNMXKHIX,
TiWwMmocA iXHIMM HewacTaAMM i
BpewTi CXO4MMO 3 AOPOrK cnpa-

BeANUBOCTM.

Mpocim MNocnopa, wo6 AaB Ham
6inbLe NarigHOCTH i CKPOMHOCTH, @
3abpas Bipg Hac 3a3apicTb, cebentod-
CTBO i NparHeHHa naHyBaTW Hap iH-
wumu. Konu mu rotoBi 3aBupyBatu
iHWK1M, nogyManmo, HacKinbku godpe

MM iX 3HaEMO. MOXNMBO, y HUX € NEBHi
TPyAHOLLi, NPO AIKi MU He 3HAEMO, TAXKI
XpecTu, fiKi BOHM, ofiHa4ye, HeCyTb 0Oe3
HapikaHHs.

OpHoro pa3sy fikochb XiHka Hapikana ne-
pea locnogom: «lHWMM poGpe BeaeTbCA, a Ha MoOIN
[opo3i 3aBxau Akick xpecTn. HanneyHuk Moix cTpaxaaHb
3ataxkuity. | Focnoab ckasaB: «Bubupain Oyab-sikuii Ha-
NNeYHUK Big TUX OCi0, Akux Aobpe 3Haewy. XKiHka BTiWwK-
nacs i ckasana: «Ocb BUGUpPal0 HaNe4yHMK MOEI Cyciaku.
BoHa 3aBxau ycMixHeHa, y Hei, MabyTb, Bce gobpe». Ane
KON opsrHyna 1oro, To 3gmByBanacs, 60 cycigumH Ha-
nneyHuk 6yB HabaraTo Taxumi. «Yomy Tak, Focnoan?» —
3anuTana xiHka. «bo BoHa Mae HabaraTto Ginblue, Hix TH
NPOHeCTH. Y Hei KNONOTH B POAMHI, KNONOTK 3i 300poOB’-
AM...». «Ane BoHa 3aBxau Burnapae secenoto!». «l Moc-



nogb Bignosis: "Bo BoHa npuiiMae Bce, ik BUNPOOY-
BaHHS, i 1 fato il CUNKU BUTPUMYBATH Pi3Hi TPYAHOLLi...».
Topi xiHka npomoBuna: «Askyw Tobi, FTocnoau, wo noka-
3aB MeHi gopory, Kol Mato WTK. lonomoxu i MeHi nepe-
HOCUTKM MOi TpyAHOLi i He 3namaTucs».

IHkonu iHwWi 3a3apATL Ham. MoxnuBeo, Hawomy fo6po-
My POAMHHOMY XWUTTIO, HALUMM TanaHTaM, He pa3 He BUKO-
pUCTaHUM, MOXe Hawomy 3nopoB’o. Po3noBigatotb, Ak
OJHOro pa3y AvpekTop 6aHKy Npoxoasyu noB3 CapiBHU-
Ka, nogymaB: «Tak 6u xoTinocs OyTM Ha nmpupogi, He
cUAITW LinuiA Yac 3a GIOPKOM, Yy 3agUMIEHil KiMHaTi, Ha
NOBHi rpyAV AUXaTu CBiXUM NOBITPSAM, OyTH 340POBUM,
AIK OTOW CafiBHUK». Y TOW cam Yac AYMKU cafiBHMKa TPOXM
iHwumuK: «Konu 6 s 6yB Ha MiCTi LbOro AupeKTopa 6aHkKy.
Bys 61 6araTuit, Wwacnmeum, Mir 61 Kynuti cobi, Wo aywa
3abaxae, cupiB 6M 3a CBOIM OIOPKOM Y NPOCTOPIN KiMHa-
Ti». Hackinbku ue surnagae npasgusum. 6o mu 6axaemo
came TOro, 4oro 6pakye Ham, He BMilouM NOLiHyBaTK Te,
wo Mocnoab BXe Ham AaB.

MocTapaitmocs BukopucTatu ue Yum Focnoab Hac 06-
papyBaB, NOCTapaliMOCs iHWWUM JONOMOFTU BUKOPUCTATH
XHi TanaHTy, i TiwMocs ixHimu ycnixamu. Akwo 3a3gpictb
3anpe y Hawe cepue, monimcA. Monimcsa 3a cebe, Wwo6
nepectatn 6yt 3a3ApiCHUMM, MORIMCHA 3a TUX, LIO €
NPUYMHOLO HALLOI 3a3[POCTH, WOO BOHM Manu e GinbLi
ycnixu i He XypiMmcs, Wo Le MoXnuBo Morno 6 Ham nowko-
auth. KoxHUMM | KOXHa 3 HaC Mae COBHUTU CBOE 3aBAaH-
HA y %uTTi. Ha ue Mlocnoab Hac noknukae i 4aB HaM MOX-
nuBocTi 3’egHatnca konucb 3 Hum i 6yTn noctiHo no
Woro npaeuui. (3 padio «Munocepdruil Cavap’aHuH»)

FIFTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

A man asked God how long a million years was to Him.
God replied, "It is just like a single second of your time,
my child." The man then asked, "What about a million
dollars?" The Lord replied, "To Me, it is just like a single
penny." The man gathered himself up and said, "Well,
Lord, could | have one of your pennies?" God said,
"Certainly, my child... just a second." The request of
James and John in today's Gospel reading was not for a
millions dollars, but it was a significant request. They
were asking if they could sit at the right and left hand of
God in His kingdom. There is much of John and James in
each of us. We all desire for the goodness of the Lord to
fill our lives, and for God to respond to our needs in the
way that we desire. We often ask in prayer for the Lord to
intercede on our behalf. To lift us from our trials and
suffering, so we may have a better circumstance. But
prayer is not the ability to have our will done in Heaven...
it should be about having God's will done on earth. James

and John wanted to be seated on either side of Jesus as He
came into the Kingdom of God. They understood and believed
that He was the Son of God. But Jesus, instead of rebuking
them for their self-centered request, reminded them of what
would be required for them to be rewarded in Heaven. In their
case it would require suffering, as the Son of Man would be
made to suffer in order to redeem the world.

When approached by His disciples about true greatness,
Jesus describes greatness not in the terms of how many
people serve under one, but how many people one serves. Real
greatness is in being a servant to all. Those who exercise
lordship over others think only of themselves. But those who
are great in the Lord's Kingdom are those who think of others
first. In today's Gospel, Jesus reminds us that Heaven's ideal
of greatness is much different than the world we live in. The
world's ideal of success is how many people can | get ahead of
whereas Heaven's ideal of success is how many people can |
help along the way. This reminds me of the church in Seoul,
Korea. They have up to 7 services each Sunday, and they have
had as many as 200,000 attend their services on one Sunday
When the priest dismisses his services
with the final blessing, he tells the
people to find someone in the streets of
Seoul and help them. And they do just
that. Apart from their witnessing, some
help young mothers carry groceries up
the stairs. Others help elderly people
onto public transportation. They seek
out others and become a servant to all
they can. We are to be more than
professors that know we are saved, we

are to be confessors that show we are saved We are to be

more than saved sinners, we are to also be serving saints. Our
motive is to honor God. Our ministry is to help others.

Before the dawn, one Friday morning, | noticed a young man,
handsome and strong, walking the alleys of our City. He was
pulling an old cart filled with clothes both bright and new, and
he was calling in a clear, tenor voice: "Rags. Rags! New rags
for old! | take your tired rags! Rags!" "Now, this is a wonder,"
| thought to myself, for the man stood six-feet-four, and his
arms were like tree limbs, hard and muscular, and his eyes
flashed intelligence. Could he find no better job than this, to be
aragman in the inner city? |followed him. My curiosity drove
me. And | was not disappointed. Soon the Ragman saw a
woman sitting on her back porch. She was sobbing into a
handkerchief, sighing, and shedding a thousand tears. Her
shoulders shook. Her heart was breaking. The Ragman
stopped his cart. Quietly, he walked to the woman, stepping
around tin cans, dead toys, and Pam pers. "Give me your rag,"
he said so gently, "and | will give you another." He slipped the

handkerchief from her eyes. She looked up, and he placed
across her palm, a linen cloth so clean and new that it shined.
She blinked from the gift to the giver. Then, as he began to pull
his cart again, the Ragman did a strange thing: he put her
stained handkerchief to his own face; and then HE began to
weep, to sob as grievously as she had done, his shoulders
shaking. Yet she was left without a tear. "This IS a wonder," |
breathed to myself, and | followed the sobbing Ragman, much
like a child who cannot turn away from mystery. "Rags! Rags!
New rags for old!" In a little while, when the sky showed gray
behind the rooftops and | could see the shredded curtains
hanging out black windows, the Ragman came upon a girl
whose head was wrapped in a bandage, whose eyes were
empty. Blood soaked her bandage. A single line of blood ran
down her cheek. Now the tall Ragman looked upon this child
with pity, and he drew a lovely yellow bonnet from his
cart. "Give me your rag," he said, tracing his own line on her
cheek, "and | will give you mine." The child could only gaze at
him while he loosened the bandage, removed it, and tied it to
his own head The bonnet he set on hers. And | gasped at what

SES | saw: for with the bandage went the
wound! Against his brow it ran a darker,
| more substantial blood - HIS own! "Rags!
| Rags! | take old rags!" cried the sobbing,
bleeding, strong, intelligent Ragman. The
sun hurt both the sky, now, and my eyes;
the Ragman seemed more and more to
hurry. "Are you going to work?" he asked
a man who leaned against a telephone
pole. The man shook his head. The
: : Ragman pressed him: "Do you have a
cannotwork remarked the man. He pulled away from

job?"
the pole, revealing the right sleeve of his jacket - flat, the cuff

stuffed into the pocket. He had no arm. "So," said the
Ragman. "Give me your jacket, and | will give you mine." Such
quiet authority in his voice! The one-armed man took off his
jacket. So did the Ragman - and | trembled at what | saw: for
the Ragman's arm stayed in its sleeve, and when the other put
it on he had two good arms, thick as tree limbs; but the Ragman
had only one. "Go to work," he said. After that he found a
beggar, lying unconscious beneath an army blanket, an old
man, hunched, wheezing, and sick. He took that blanket and
wrapped it round himself, but for the beggar he left new
clothes. And now | had to run to keep up with the Ragman.
Though he was weeping uncontrollably, and bleeding freely at
the forehead, pulling his cart with one arm, and stumbling from
sickness, falling again and again, exhausted, becoming old,
and sick, yet he went with swiftness. The Ragman staggered
through the alleys of the City, this mile and the next, until he
came to its limits, and then he rushed beyond. | wept to see

the change in this man. | hurt to see his sorrow. And yet
| needed to see where he was going in such haste,
perhaps to know what drove him so. The little old
Ragman climbed to the top of a hill. With tormented labor
he cleared a little space on that hill. Then he sighed. He
lay down. He propped his head on a handkerchief and a
jacket. He covered his bones with an army blanket. And
he died. Oh, how I cried to witness that death, because |
had come to love the Ragman. Every other face had faded
in the wonder of this man, and | cherished him; but he
died. |sobbed myselfto sleep. |did not know - how could
| know? That | slept through Friday night and Saturday,
and its night, too. But then, on Sunday morning, | was
awakened by Light - pure, soft, demanding light - filtered
all around me, and | blinked, and | looked, and | heard at
last the wonder of it all. "Rags, rags, give me your
rags!" And there was the Ragman, folding the blankets
most carefully, a scar on his forehead, but radiant with
Light! There was no sign of sorrow or of age, and all the
rags that he had gathered shined for cleanliness. Well,
then | lowered my head and trembling for all that | had
seen, | myself walked up to the Ragman. The Ragman, the
servant... the Savior, Jesus Christ!
https:/lwww.ststephensarmonk.org/the-ragman-an-easter-story
Jesus came as a servant of His Father, and not as one
to be served. He behaved among His disciples, not as one
who is sitting at a table, but as one who serves. Christ
took upon himself the condition of servant so as to deliver
mankind from their servitude to sin. The goodness of
Christ appeared greater and more godlike, and true to the
image of the Father, when He abased himself and became
obedient to His death on the Cross. For this is what Christ
chose to do; when instead He might have regarded His
being equal to God as a treasure to be guarded, and as a
result refused to accept the condition of servant who has
come to redeem the world. "The Son of Man has not come
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many." (Mark 10:45). Jesus did not live His life for
himself. He lived and gave His life for others. Jesus lived
the most selfless life the world has ever known. Jesus
lived the most caring and compassionate life the world
will ever know. If we desire a seat in the Kingdom of God,
then we must be willing to follow this example of Christ. |
once read about a statue of Christ that was damaged in a
bombing raid. The hands were both broken off. The
townspeople first intended to repair the statue by
replacing the hands, but then thought otherwise. Instead
of replacing the hands, they put an inscription on the
statue that read, "He has no hands but our hands."
(“Good Samaritan” Ukr. Radio Program)




