MponoBigb bnaxeHHiworo CeATocnaBa y XpeCcTONOKNOHHY HeAinto

Boxe Mii, boxe Mii, 4omy Tu MeHe nokuHye? (M. 27, 46).

Lito Hepinto Mu HasauBaemMo XpeCTOMOKSIOHHO, TOMY Lo caMe Ha XpecTi BigOynocs TaiHCTBO Haworo cnaciHHA. Xpect
€ 0cepAsM XPUCTMAHCLKOTO XUTTA. XTO He Ma€ BigBaru 3arnmubutuca B TaiHCTBO XpecTa FOCMOAHLOro, TOM HaBpAA 4v
MaTMMe CUIH, Wob AiTM A0 BOCKPECIHHSA.

XpecT FocnogHiii HasaBxXAM CTaB NocnaHHAM noboBi Bora Ao noguHu. CnpobyiiMo BCnyxaTUCSA B Lie NOCNAHHS | 3p03yMiTh
Oro 3HaYeHHs ANs KOXHOro 3 Hac.

LiikaBo, wo esanrenuctn Maten i Mapko, onucyroum po3n’atTa i cMepTh Haworo Cnacutens Ha Xpecri, HiOM 30cepemxyoThb
Haly yBary Ha oAHiit ¢pasi, fka Buiiwna 3 yct FocnogHix i 6yna kpukom i3 ru6uHm Woro aywi. Icyc Xpuctoc npomoBus
Ha XpecTi TaiHCTBeHHi cnoBa: «boxe Min, Boxe Min, yomy T MeHe nokuHys?» (M. 27, 46; nop. Mp. 15, 34). MabyTb, BOHM
Oynu HacTiNbKKU CakpanbHUMM BNA PaHHIX XPUCTUSH, O EBAHTENUCTM NEPeAaloThb iX HaM HaBiTb apamMeiCbLKOK MOBOH, W06
MM MOFNU BiguyTh camy Menogito uux cnis: «Eni Eni, nema caBaxrani?» (M. 27, 46; nop. Mp. 15, 34)...

Otui LlepkBu rosopunu, wo po3n’atuin Ha Xpecti Cun Boxuii knukae go OTuA Big iMeHi Bcboro ntoacTea. Mana Jles Benukuii
TaK ikKaxe, wo Icyc BonaB Ao OTus «HocAYM B cobi ocoOy Bcix Hac» («in se omnium nostrum personam sustinens»)
(MponoBigb 68, 3; PL 54, 374). Xpuctoc monuTbCA Big iMeHi BCix nMofen — Tux, Aki movyyBalTbCA Aanekumu Big bora,
3abyTumu i nokMHyTMMKU. Came iXHIM ronocom knuye posn’atuii Cnacutenb. CBATUI IBaH [lamackuH 3ayBaxye, WO Li cnoBa
6ynu npomMoBneHi «Big iMeHi Beiei nogckkoi npupoau» («tadTa Katd TRV AvBpwtroTnTa AéyeTai») (Mpo npaBocnasHy Bipy,
Il 24).

Momuparoumn posn’atum Ha Xpecri, lcyc monutbea go OTtus cnosamu Bigomoro lMcanma 22 (21). Le, 3 ogHoro 6oky, ncanom
KpUKY i po3navy — 6onto noavHK, fika Bonae Ao bora 3 rnubuHm cBoro cTpaxpaHHa. 3 iHWOoro OOKy, Lie ncanom Hagii, Tomy
Lo 3aBepLIyeTbCA TakuMK cnoBamu: «bo BiH He ruayBaB, He ropayBaB 6igoto Gigaka, i He XoBaB 06N1MYYs CBOTO BiA HLOFO;
i konn Ton B3uBaB Ao Hboro, — cnyxaB» (25). TyT ncanmocniBelyb PO3KPUBAE 3MICT CTpaXAaHHS NpaBeAHMKA i NOKA3ye,
Wo Leit kpuk ao Bora BUKNMKae BUAB Hap3BuualiHoro Boxoro munocepas Ta Moro 6eamexHoi nio6osi. Knuu Cuna Boxoro
Ao OTuA Big iMeHi cTpaxgeHHOro, 360N1eHOro NACTBA CNPUYMHAE BMAB CNAaceHHOi Boxoi cunu, ska nepeTBOpE CMEPTb
Ha BOCKPECiHHS, a BipAaneHicTb — Ha 6nu3bkicTb. Lium kpukom po3n’atuit Ha xpecti CuH Boxuii Have obilimae HebecHoro
Otusa icxoautb y rnmbuHy Gonto Ta cmepti noacTBa. Yepes e BoxecTBeHHe HU3XOMKEHHA af i cMepTb ONUHAKTLCA
B O0TOYeHHi 06ilimiB Boxoi ntobosi — OTus, | CuHa, i lyxa Ceatoro. CBoeto cMepTio XpUCTOC PYIHYE CMEPTb KOXHOI JIIOANHM.
Came TyT, Ha XpecTi, BiAKpMBaETLCA NIOACTBY HaAif i WSAX 40 BOCKPECIHHA Ta XUTTA.

«Bboxe Min, Boxe Min, yomy Tu MeHe nokuHyB?» (MT. 27, 46). CBATMIA ABryCTUH FOBOPUTD, IO B LIUX CHOBax My 6aunmo
ikoHy monuTeu XpuctoBoi LiepkBu. Bo Tam, Ha XpecTi, XpucToc Bif iMeHi Bcboro nioacTea npomMoBnsAB Ao OTua Ak HOBUM
Apam. Tak camo i LiepkBa, Monsiumchb, MONUTLCA pa3oM 3i cBoiM MaBoto. ABrycTUH 3a3Hauvae, wo Xpuctoc, sik Mnaea Liepkeu,
MOnUTLCA He okpemo Bia ceoro Tina (nop. KomeHTapi oo ncanmis, Mc. 140, 4 —6). Tox mu, sik Liepksa, monmmocs 3 Xpuctom,
y Xpucrti 1 pa3om i3 Hum i yepe3 Hboro 3Beptaemocs o HebecHoro Otus.

Mcanmu, ki € 0cHOBOK MonuTBM LiepkBu, cTaloTb MOMEHTOM, konu LiepkBa Haue no3uyae cBiit ronoc CuHoBi Boxomy, a BiH
BKJlaga€ HaM B ycTa BnacHi cnoBa. Mu cniBaemo woaHs Ha BeuvipHi: «O Focnoau! — fo Tebe s B3uBaro: Mocniwmck Jo MeHe,
nouyu miii ronoc, konu go Tebe BauBaro! Hexant mosi monuTBa cTaHe nepeg To60to, MOB Kaguno; 3aiMMaHHA pyK MOiX — HeMOB
BevipHa xepTBa» [Mc. 141 (140), 1 -2].

Lleit auBHuIA obMmiH cunot mix Borom inwoauHolo, ronocom Llepkeu Ta cnoBamu camoro Icyca Xpucra i€ npupogoto
XPUCTUAIHCBbKOT MonMTBU. OCb YoMy, KONK NoAMHA B FNUOMHI ¢BOro 6onk Ta po3navy, y camoTHoCTi knuye go bora: «boxe
Miin, Boxe Mii, yomy Tu MeHe nokuHys?» (M1. 27, 46) — HeGechuit OTeub 4Yye B LMX CRoBax Haineplle ronoc CBOro
eavHopoaHoro CuHa i 06iiMae KOXHOro 3 Hac, CBOro CUHA Y1 CBOIO AOHLKY, fAKi B LibOMY ronioci 6naratotb npo cuny Boxoi
no6oBi.

«boxe Min, boxe Min, yomy Tu MeHe NOKMHYB?» (M. 27, 46).

Ak yacTo, MabyTb, LA MONUTBA CbLOFOAHI NyHae i3 cepusa YkpaiHu. Hawa kpaiHa HUHI po3n’aTa nepeq ouMma BCbOTO CBITY.
Mu nepebyBaemo B rnmbuHi csoro 6onto. Mope KpoBi, piku cni3 TeuyTb YkpaiHoto. He ogHa MaTh, fika BTpaTuna CUHa, KpU4nTh
po bora nogibHumu cnoBamu, onnakytouu BTpaTty cBoei autuHW. MabyTb, Ui cnoBa BMuparovoro Ha Xpecti Icyca cborogHi
CTalTb MOMUTBOK YKPAIHCLKOro BOiHA, KaTOBaHOro B POCINCLKOMY MOMOHI; MONMUTBOK YKpaiHCLKMX AiTel, AKUX BKpanu
B 6aTbKiB i BUBE3NU B IMUOMHY POCINCHKOro KyNbTypHOro NPOCTopy, Wob BOHM 3abynu CBil pig i CBOIO 3eMnI0...
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KopcyHcbke (YcTio3bke) BrarosileHHs

3BaXarum Ha iHTEHCUBHICTb 3B'A3KiB Kop-
cyHs (XepcoHeca) i Kuesa (Yy6atun M. -C. 258)
y nepiog 3 kiHusa X - noyatky XI cronitTs, imo-
BipHO, Wo ikoHa BnarogileHHs byna cTBopeHa
KOPCYHCbKUMM MaliCTpamm Ha 3aMOBHEHHS Ku-
iBcbkoro kHa3s Apocnasa Myaporo gns xpamy
BnaroBiweHHsi Ha 3onoTux BopoTax (6mu3b-
ko 1022 p.). (in. 103). Lie ninTBEpAXYIOTL CrIOBA
pauskoHa O. CanTukoBa, CKasaHi HUM y OOKY-
meHTi XVI cT.: «A NUCbMO KOPCYHCbKe, a fiK
npuseseHa i3 KopcyHi, Tomy nit n'atcoTt i
Oinbuwe...».

MosBa uboro pigkicHoro ikoHorpadiyHoro
TUny «BnaroiweHHa» 3 EMMaHyinom y noHi
Mapii y kusikomy Kuesi 6nusbko 1022 poky €
0e3nocepeaHbO NOB'A3aHOM) i3 3rafAaHo Liep-
KBOl BnaroBiweHHsa Ha 3onoTtux BopoTtax mu-
£ Tpononutom InapioHomy «CnoBi o 3aKoHi i
onarogartin. Lisi ikoHa, cTBOpeHa B enoxy KHA3A
fApocnasa Gyna ofHieto 3 HaWBaXNUBILWMX Nan-
napiiB KHAXOro AOMY i LLQHOBAHOK CBATUHEH,
MicueM nepebyBaHHA fKoi Oyna uepksa bnaro-
BileHHA Ha 3onotux Bopotax. IkoHa AeMOH-
CTpye pigkicHui ikoHorpadiyHmii Bupa3 3avar-
T8 Icyca Xpucta B MmomeHT BnarosilieHHs, wo
He 3HaXoAunNo BiANOBiIgHMKA Yy CaKpanbHili Tpa-
AVl TORIWHLOrO XpMCTUSHCLKOrO CBiTYy. H.
HikiTenko goBena, wo «Cnogo...» Morno npo-
3By4atu came y 1022 poui, konu Ha Kipio-Macky
nocesiyyBanaca HagbpamHa uepkBa Bnarosi-
weHHs. ( https:/luk.wikipedia.org/)
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

9:00 AM 3a Bcix, Wo 3arMHynK y BiltHi B YKpaiHi
Fr. Edward Young is having retreat in our Parish

3:30 PM Confession - Cnosigb
4:30 PM +Stephania Kosodij
(Serediuk family)

We welcome Fr. Edward Young,
Oreub EaBapa AHr nounHae napoxianbHi pekonekuii who is having a retreat in our

11:30 AM o. EaBapg AHr - 3 yuHsimu «PigHoi WWkonu»  Parish this Saturday and

Sunday. Thank you, Fr. Ed!

JGTZYINT]  May the Lord Bless abundantly!

22 6epesHs: 4 H. Benukoro MocTyE3i;
March 22: 4t Sunday of Great Lent

NAPOXIANBbHI PEKONEKLIII - MICIT
LU Pekonekuisimm npoBaguts 0. EaBapa AHr
y cyboTy, 21 GepesHs, i B Heainto, 22 6epesHs.

3akiHyeHHs pekonekuin - End of Retreat
9:00 AM Confession - CnoBigb — 0. EaBappg fAxr
10:00 AM 3a napoxisiH - For Parishioners

Monday, March 23 6epesHs, noHeginok
5:30 PM Great Canon - [oknoxu

Tuesday, March 24 6epesHs, BiBTOpOK
11:00 AM +Halyna & Ivan Szczerba & Family
(Terech Famiy)

(Mig Onikoto M.A.M.)

RETREAT - MISSION

DOskyemo otye Eaapae!
Baxaemo Boxoro bnarocrnoseHHs!

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
LlepkBa CBsiToro Mukonas

MOPALOK CB. NITYPTIN

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney \

716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

m Vi | Liopes

Mathias

Wexler Friedman LLp

Albany | Buffalo | Florlda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.

ippes.com
Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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Ask me about
the 100% Money

Real Estate Services  Back Guarantee‘

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com
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Annunciation - BnaroBileHHs
Wednesday, March 25 6epe3Hs, cepega

10:00 AM 3a napoxisiH - For Parishioners
5:30 PM For Peace in Ukraine — 3a mup B YkpaiHi

Thursday, March 26 6epe3Hs, yeTBep

9:00 AM 3a Bcix xBopux — For all sick & suffering

Friday, March 27 6epe3Hs, n’aTHuuA

12:00 PM Presanctified gifts — Mpexageocs. Japu

Sorokousty — CopokoycTu

Saturday, March 28 6epe3Hs, cy60Ta

9:00 AM 3a BcCix WO 3arMHYNM y BilHi B prau-u

4:30 PM +Mykola Paslawsky
(family) — Mykola’s blrthday

29 6epe3Hs: 5 H. Benukoro MocTyEILT T
March 29: 5t Sunday of Great Lent
10:00 AM +€EBcraxiit [laHyak (BHyu4Ka)

MonwuTtBa cB. Ecpema Cupuna (+373)

Focnoau i Bnagmko XutTsl Moro, ayxa
niHMBCTBa, HegdanocTu, BnacTontb's i
NyCTOCNOB'A BiAXXWHM Bif MeHe. (NOKJTiH)

[yxa 4ncToTH, NOKOPU, TEPNENMBOCTH i N1106OBU
pal MeHi cny3i TBOEMY. (NOKIIH)

Tak, Focnoam uapto, Aal MeHi 6a4uTh NPOBMHU

Moi, | He ocyaxXyBaTi GpaTa MOro Hi CecTpu MoEi,

60 TM 6narocnoBeH €ck Ha Biku BiYHi . AMiHb!
(noknin)

Prayer of St. Ephrem (+373)

O Lord and Master of my life, Take away from me
the will to be lazy and to be sad, the desire to get
ahead of other people, to boast and brag.
(Profound bow)

Give me instead, a pure and humble spirit, the
will to be patient with other people and to love
them. (Profound bow)

Let me realize my own mistakes, and keep me
from judging the things other people do. For you
are blessed, now and forever, Amen. (Prof. bow)

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

[Esasanniey] COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »

m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *
VOVEITIIll|  BATTERIES/AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES +

' =2 MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES *
TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

PHONE 893-1025

-

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

BiyHe cBiTNO roputb 3a MuUp B YKpaiHi
Eternal Light burns for peace in Ukraine

Eternal Light Honoring Mother of God
burns for Special Intention (Maria Petryshyn)

FAX 2398 GENESEE ST.
822-1574  825-7428 827-8895 AskFoRTOM BUFFALO, N.Y, 14225
Proud to Support Wilbelring B, Kimserko

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Another location at:
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca, one block North of Clinton.

New spacious location, fresh and modern facility. On
site Chapel is separated from large viewing rooms.
Lower level has a new café plus a reception hall
for family use.

Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

(Pietszak §Q>

Funeral Home

www.Pietszak.com (716) 897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, 14210

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, 14206

CeppaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHcopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!




UkraINIAN Y. YkpPaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ~— OELEPANIbHA KPEAWUTHA CTISIKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on your
savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
g fg | oo
(716) 309-2772 \/;// TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
uscheidle@verizon.net INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS|

www.marykay.com/uscheidle MEPCOHAJbHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYTU
OLLIAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTUGIKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKI | O3WKM | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NAATRKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEYGRAM |
[POLLOBI MEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCAYTY
[MOCNYT HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAOVICTUMEHAI|

MARY KAY
Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

Contact me for a complimentary facial

Buffalo Branch Amherst Branch

Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www_.ukrainianfcu.org

Ukrainian Home Dnipro
562 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.ukrainianfcu.org

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

isausage.com
o 2

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,

_ e S8 3aumHeHi no cepepax 3aumHeHi no noHepjinkax
For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just Mon., Tuesday, Thursday Tuesday - Thursday
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look. [9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am - 5 pm |
Many Varieties of: MoH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBEP 3 BiBTOPKA 10 YeTBEP
Bologna ¢ Salami * Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese  Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish Friday / M'aTHuug Friday / M'atHnug
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties |9:30 am - 6 pm | [9:30 am - 6 pm |
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon ¢ Blood Kishka (Homemade) : :
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes Sat; rday / 1Cy6OTa Sat; rday /1Cy6OTa
4166 Union Rd 2321 Millersporl Hwy. | am - pm I | am - pm |
Cheektowa?3 3, NY (in Airport Plaza) % Ambherst (Getzvll Paza) Membership subject to eligibility.
630-0130 688-1495 Federally insured by NCUA.

Ukrainian CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
[igTpumaiTe Baw HapogHun Lim

Nick Hurmak
(716) 316- 2540

MANAGLR
(716) 578- 8185

112 DELAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA 50

FAX: {716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

Wiy St John the Baptist : th
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EASTER PAZAAR

FEATURING
Raffles e Cabbage Rolls e Sauerkraut & Sausage
e Borscht e Easter Bread (paska)
.. Theme Baskets e Cakes & Cookies o Basket Raffle
Ukrainian Food - Take Out & EatIn || 4 ghish Kebobs e Ukrainian Souvenirs
h HUG;;::‘TQ:?:SSQ"‘E & | Dine-1n or Take-Out |

\ Free Admission & Parking
} Call or Text:716-873-5011 &

3275 ElImwood Avenue (at Ferndale)
Kenmore

t1am-5pm

at Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Hall
200 Como Park Ave. Cheektowaga, NY 14227

PIEROGI EASTER FEST

AID For UKRAINE Fundraiser
Potato, Cheese & Kraut Plerogi

Saturday
March 28, 202
10 am to 4 pm

Pre-order To-Go Cabbage Rolls & Pierogi - Text to 716-324-6625

Ukrainian Easter Bread www.UkrainiansofBuffalo.com/fundraiser2026 [&] 3%
Make checks payable to: Aid for Ukraine UFCU -
Vendors Account # 1101037710 clo Ukrainian Federal Credit Union ~ cike¥
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204

www.PayPal.com/fundraiser/charity/1438034

ﬂm‘m épmlua/ BEHHKOHOCN .
Locture JIYXOBHA JIEKLIS

‘ ’ Professor Dr. Vasile Babota
! Professor of Sacred Scripture

" s - e
Sponsored by Buffalo Area Ukrainian Churches and Organizations
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Tpadecop Casroro Micema

The Niagara Frontier Council LUC
Has agreed to take care of the theme basket raffle at

Pontifical Gregorian University (Rome-Vatican) 1 Tancusit [pwropaicasast Yatreparrer (Pra-Bansait) |
Direce of the Ukrainian Dible Transdation inki Btia” |
1

pescop ysgancsnary icpenitay Bl Kedocswa Biein”

the upcoming fundraiser. We are collecting baskets

Sl 9,

Enter More Deeply into
the Word of (g?nd This Lent
* Grow in understanding of God's Word
* Deepen our Lenten conversion
* Strengthen our faith through biblical insight
 Prepare our hearts for the Resurrection of Christ

Tuesday, March 31 at 6:00 PM

() )

and they can be dropped off before or after weekend
liturgies. If you are interested in donating money
toward a basket, please do so by
March 224, Money can be put in
the collection box in an envelope
marked “Fundraiser”. Thank you

1 for your support! ~ Let Us Care!

3auypivocs mmbuwe B boxe Croo

B uaci Beoro Iocry
5 :

* LG sposysiti Boxe Crono

* [owmGmt senkonocie nasepyenns

* 3uiguimi vipy uepes Giaiiine nismamn

* [purorynami cepiga o Bockpecismna Npuacresoro l
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NMirn Ykpainuis Katonukis
B3Ana Ha cebe cnpaBy TeMaTUYHUX KOWIMKIB Ha
onaropginHomy 3axopi 29 6epesHs. Kowunku moxHa
npvHecTu Jo 3ani nepea abo no Jlityprii y cyoory i

3
{
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| 3275 Elmwood Ave, Kenmore, NY H217

\%@mmmhbkbcfmmldmﬂrlmm

Bistopo, 31 Gepesis o 6 o nesepost J Heainto. SKwo BU 3aLlikaBneHi NoXepTBYyBaTH POLLI
St John the Baptist % Ha KowMKK, 3pobiThb Lie Ao 22 Gepe3Hs. [iakyemo 3a
| B Bawy niaTpumky! ~ Mio6im Ycix KoHkpeTHo!

St. John the Baptist

Cronizs a0 i micaa wayxm




Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Week
213 of the War:
We Are a Universal Church and
the Hope for Ukraine’s Resilience

Our Church has endured, having undergone the trials
of persecution and life in hiding, and today stands
as a beacon of hope for Ukraine’s resilience during the
war. This was stated by His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the
Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
in his traditional video address on the 213th week of the
Russia’s full-scale sacrilegious war against Ukraine,
in which our people and our state are suffering unjust
aggression.

The Primate noted that although spring has arrived
in Ukraine this week, hostilities are escalating along the
front lines: “Every night and day, our cities and villages
come under targeted shelling from Russian missiles,
drones, and other weapons.”

The Head of the Church thanked the Armed Forces
of Ukraine, the Lord God, and our defenders for saving
our lives, so that this week Ukraine can declare to the
whole world: Ukraine stands! Ukraine fights! Ukraine
prays!

Summing up the past week, the spiritual leader noted
that events commemorating the 80th anniversary of the
elimination of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in the
Soviet Union were held in many of our metropolias,
eparchies, exarchates, and communities around the
world.

“As we commemorate this somber anniversary, we
seek to gain a deeper understanding of historical truth,
but also to stand before contemporary Ukrainians and our
Orthodox brothers in a conscious awareness of the past,”
said His Beatitude Sviatoslav.

A significant intellectual event was an academic
roundtable, held at Taras Shevchenko National Univer-
sity, organized jointly with the Institute of National
Remembrance, the Interdepartmental Archive of the
Security Service of Ukraine, and the Institute of Church
History at the Ukrainian Catholic University.

“New archival documents show that the liquidation
of our Church inthe Soviet Union occurred according
tothe classic pattern of the liquidation of the Uniate
Church in the Russian Empire. Scholars emphasized the
similarity between the Polotsk Council of 1839, when our
Kyiv Metropolia was liquidated within the Russian Empire,
and the pseudo-council that took place in Lviv 80 years
ago,” said the Primate.

“But the Church cannot be destroyed,” assures His
Beatitude Sviatoslav. “Our Church has endured; it has

withstood persecution and life in hiding, and today
it represents hope for Ukraine’s resilience during the war
and for the reconstruction of our state once it ends... At
the same time, we are a universal Church, in communion
with the successor of the Apostle Peter in our day, and
open to the universal dimension and the needs of
Ukrainians worldwide.”
(The UGCC Department for Information)

€nuckonu CxigHux Katonuubkux Liepkos y CLLA
3aKnuKanu go Mupy, cnpaBegnnBoCTi
Ta NiATPUMKU XKepTB BiliHN

3 17no 19 6epesnsa B M. CeHt-Jlyic (wrat Miccypi,
CLUA) Bipbynacs wopiyHa BecHsiHa 3ycTpiy CxigHux
KaTonuubkux enuckonis Cnonyyenux LUratiB, Aki BXO-
aatb po Acouiauii  Cxighux Katonuubkux Llepkos
(Eastern Catholic Associates, ECA). Y 3ycTpiui B3snu
y4acTb TaKoX enuckonu YkpaiHcbkoi I'peko-Katonuubkoi
Liepksu y CLLA.

3acipanHa BinbyBanucs B MapoHiTCbkoMy KaTonWLb-
KOMY nacTtopanbHOMY LEHTpi nopsp i3 kateapanbHUM
cobopom CesaToro PaiiMoHza B LieHTpi CeHT-Jlyica.

Mig yac 3ycTpivi enucKonn PO3rNAHYNMU HU3KY aaMiHi-
CTPaTMBHUX NWUTaHb, aTaKoX O6roBopunu Temu, WO
CTAHOBNATL CNiNbHUM iHTepec ana CxigHux Katonuubkux
Llepkos y CLLA.

fk i wWopoKy, 3HayHy yBary 6yno npugineHo craHo-
BUWY BIiPHUX Ha iCTOPUYHMX OaTbKiBWMHAX CXigHMX
Katonuubkux LiepkoB, AiKi nepexuBaloTb Hachnigku BOEH
i HacunNbCTBa. €NUCKONKU HAronocuUnM Ha cBOil coni-
JapHoCTi 3 NoCTpaxganumu, 3okpema 3 Hapogom Ykpa-
THW, AIKMIA yxe 5- pik NpPOTUCTOITL POCINChLKil arpecii.
3a nigcymkamu 3ycTpivyi BOHM ONpUAIOGHUAM CRiNbHUNA
nuet nig HasBok «Kpuk npo mup i cnpaBeanuBicTb Bif
CxigHux kaTonmubkux enuckonie Cnonyyenux LWratie».

(Oenapmamenm inghopmauii YIKL])

» CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED
Check with us later — Things might change.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!

» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Thursday evening.
IEPK. BIGHHK Buaactbcs TMXHEBO.
IHchopmaLii npocumo noagaBaTu Jo YeTBepra.

SAINT NICHOLAS
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUII LKA TEPKBA
GBATOIO MHEKOAAHA
(TIIA OMIKOIO MPEYHGTOI
AIRH MAPTI OAITITPIT)

4t Sunday of Lent
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0 ocTy

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian

Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine
i
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Oprani3auis O6opoHu Yotupbox CBoGig Ykpaihu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIWBVET - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
WELWRZEGEY - http://www.stnbuffalo.com
D[R - http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: No fax number
Kitchen: 852-1908
- In Emergency call:

(716) 830-3920

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepep C.. Jlityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: TonocuTics 6 MicsLiB ckopLle

Religion classes — PeniriHa lNporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBnHHa NOBIZOMUTY CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXan MOXHA 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are Hospitalized,
Homebound and need a priest.
IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH Y
AMHHLL ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 AikKa!




3i Cnoea Ceatutensa Angpes Kputcbkoro Ha
BnarogiweHHs MpecsaToi Boropoawui Mapii

[Hecb GnaroBileHHA paAoCTi, CBiGYEHHA 40NOBiko-
nwbcTea bora, papicha nponosiab NPo cnaciHHA BCLOro
cBiTy. 3Bigku, Big koro i komy? — 3 Hebec, Big bora, go
Nisn, o6pyyeHoi Myxy. XTo us [lisa? Xto uei myx? fAki ix
imeHa? [liei - Mapis, a myxy — Mocud: o6oe 3 poay [laBu-
pa. XT0 BUKOHaBeLb 6OXeCTBEH- :
HUX NoBeniHb i 3BiAKW BiH npu-
xogutb? ApxaHren [aBpwuin, 3
BUCOTM NOCNaHUIA ANs CAYXIHHA
yyay: TaiHCTBO HaMgUBOBWXHI-
L€ B NOPiBHAHHI 3i BCiM, AOCTOW-
HUM OVBYBaHHS, NMOBUHEH OyB
BO3BICTUTU CAYXMTeNb BUlHLO-
ro, 3neTiBWK 3 FOPHIX KpaiB Ha
3emnio. Lo x came?

CHucxoaxeHHs locnopga, He-
ckasaHHe siBuwe Woro npomuc-
ny WoAo Hac, BMAIBIEHHS i nig-
TBepAXeHHA BoxecTBeHHOI pa-
AW | NpoBMAiHHA, X04a Bifg Biy-
HOCTi cOKpoBeHHoro. Ane ae, Ko-
v i gns voro? — B Hasaperi, a-
NUNEeNCLKOMY MicTi, B WWOCTMI
MicAiub nicnA Toro, AIK 3a4aTui -
MoaH, wob ueit BO3BICTUB NPO BOMMOYEHHS TPAAYLIOTO
locnopa. OTox, MaBpwmin, 3neTiBwWM 3 rOpHiXx obuTenen B
Kpai 3eMHi, npeAcTaB y Hasaperi i, npunwoBwu go fisy,
KopoTko 06’sBMB it npo HeBUMOBHMI Npomucen Boxuit.
B ubomy i nonsrae TaiHcTBO npummpeHHsa bora 3 nogb-
mu. OCb | NPUYMHA CNPABXHLOrO TOPKECTBA — 3’€AHAHHSA
Bora 3 nioabmu, 060xeHHs npunHaToi Hum npupoaw,
OOHOBMEHHAI Haworo o6pa3sy, nepeMiHa CTaHOBMLA
HaWoro Ha Kpalue, BO3BUILEHHS | BO3XOKEHHSA Hale Ha
HeGeca. OTOX BCe AHeCb Hexal papyeTbcs, Hexau
Bo3nukye npupopa! [IHech BigkpuBaeTbea HebO, i 3emnsa
HeBuaumo npuiimae Llapsa Bcix. Hazapet, 3amaratouucsb 3
Enemom, B HyTpo cBoOe npuitmae Toro, XT0 Hacagvs
Epem; Oteub munocepas obpyvae NoacbKy BOOricTb
eauHomy i eguHopogHomy CuHoBi CBoemy, [aBpwuin
cnyXuTb TaiHCTBY i B3uBae po [lisu: papyiica! (Nk 1, 28),
wobu pouyka Agama, wo noxoautb 3 poay [aBsuaa,
noBepHyna cobor Ty pagicTb, Ky BTpaTUna npamarip.
Orecb OTeub cnaBu, 3MMNOCEPANBLLUUCH HaA JHOACHKUM
POAOM, MUSIOCTUBMM OKOM B3MpaE Ha po3ThiHHe B Apami
ectBo. [lHecb [lopatenb munocepas BigKpUBae Ham
6e3ogHI0 BceOnarux weppot CBOIX i BUNUBAE Ha €CTBO
Hawe CBOK Taky npebaraTy MunicTb, fiK npebarato €
BOJM, L0 HANOBHIOE MOPS.

«[yxoBHi po3gymu» o. Bitanin

TopxecTBo bnaroBiweHHss Ham npuragye npo Te, AK
aHren 3BictuB Mapii, wo BoHa € BnarocnoBeHHa Mix
XiHkamu. AHren npuHic i gobpy BicTKy, TOMy Ha3uBa-
eTbca bnarogileHHs, i ue 6yno He Tinbku npocTe nNpu-
BiTaHHA “Papyiics!”, a BOHO e 1 Hecno B cobi nporo-
NOWEHHSs1 BeNuKoi Micii: “Tu BMOpaHa 3 NOMiX XiHKaMu
ST ANA Toro, wo6 Mecis npuinwos
0O LbOro NACTBO, ANs TOro,
wob uen Micia nogam Haragas
npo Te, Wwo € bor, Akuin nOUTL
nogew, SIKMAW Xoye nOACLKOro
cnaciHHs, xove, Wo6 nrAuHa
Xuna BiYHO B pafocTi B NOOOBI
Mix cobot, nogbmMu, B noodoBi
no HebGecHoro Otusa, Teopus
BCbOTO BWUAMMOrO i HEBMOUMO-
ro”.

Axun  npekpacHuit  Boxuit
nnaH, fika npekpacHa BicTka. | ue
B TOW 4ac, KONM NIOACTBO 3anu-
TyBanoca: uu bor we nam’satae
npo Hac? Konu nogcTeo 3anuty-
Banocs: uu bor € 3 Hamu? Togj
KONMW NIOACTBO CyMHIBaNucs: 4u

©  wWwe MOXHa MaTW Hapilo Ha BiuHe
CnaciHHSA, Ha Te WoOW NOBEPHYTUCS A0 BTPAYEHOro pato?

3 nponosigi Matpiapxa CesTocnasa

CboropHi Mmonimocs: boxe, 6narocnosu Hawy baTtbkiB-
wuHy TBOiIM cnpaBeanuBuUM, HeGecHUM MupoM. [lai Ham
poyekatucsi fodpoi HoBMHU. Mu Tak XO4eMO OAHOro AHS
NPOKUHYTMCA i NOYyTH, Lo BiHa 3akiHuyMnacs! Mu Tak
Xo4yeMo, Wo6 HWHI Ginbluie He Naganu Ha Hawi ronosu
60M6M, ipaHcbKi ApoHu Ta paketn! Mu Tak xo4emo, o6
Hawi AiTM MornM BHOYI MUpHO cnaTtu! Baxko ysaBuTH,
AIKO0 TpaBMOK QAns fAiTeil €Te, WO BOHU MicAUAMU
He MOXYTb BHOYI cnaTu.

Boxe, nobnarocnoBu Hac, Hawy YKpaiHy i ii BOIHCTBO
TBoimM cnpaBeanuBuUM, HebecHUM Mupom! Tobi cborogHi
kaxemo cnosamu lMpeuncroi flisu Mapii: «Ocb Mu, cnyru
FocnogHi, xouemo 3 To60K NPUMMPUTUCS, NEPENPOCUTH
Tebe 3a Bce, WO Bigaanse cboroaHi ykpaiHCbKuii Hapoz

Big Tebe, Big TBoro cno.a, Big TBOEI icTUHY, Big TBOET

cnpaBeAnuBoCTi. | Hexal 3 HaMM CTaHEMOCS MO CNOBY
TBOEMY».

MpecesaTtas Boropoauue Mapie, MaTn Haworo HebecHo-
ro MUpy, CNyXUTenbko Haworo 3 Borom npuMupeHHs,
cnacu Hac!

AMiHb.

4 HEQINA BENWUKOro NOCTY

YetBepta Hegina [locty npuceBsiveHa cB. IBaHOBI
NicTBUYHMKOBI, AKMIN € aBTOpoM TBOpY «[pabuHa» abo
«[pabuHa po Heba». Y uboMy TBOPI
MiCTATLCA TONMIOBHI NpaBuna Ha Mo-
HawoMmy wnsAxy Bia 3emni Ao Heba.
Tox came TOMy WOro BBaXawTb
«MigPYYHUKOM» XPUCTUAHCBLKOI acke-
31, IKMA 3a0X0YEHO 3aKIMKae: «niaHi-
MaliTecb OpaTTay.

[OpabuHa, onucaHa cB. IBaHOM,
BaXnuBa NocTiNHO, ane HalvacriLue ii
AEMOHCTpYIOTb nig 4ac Benukoro
Mocrty, Tomy wo:

- ApabuHa possonse godpe noba-
YUTM y YOMY came MU GepeMo yyacTb
i Wo Ha Hac vekae. HanBaxnusiwe,
KONMU BnpaBnsieMocs y YecHoTax, 60
TOAi [JOCATHEMO HaWBMLLOI METH -
Icyca Xpucra: Bce, Wwo po6umo, pobu-
MO ANl TOro, Wob XuTtn 3 XpUCTom...

- Y XUTTi Ntoged, AKi NOYUHAKTb AYXOBHY 60pon=6y,
icHye OaraTo HeGeanek, «yKyciB», lIapnaHHsa, SIK Ha
rpaBtopi. OfHielo 3 HUX € GaxaHHA CTaTM JOCKOHANUM B
ofHYy MWUTb. YacTo MoOHaxu (i He nuwe BOHM) nicnA
KOPOTKOrO 4Yacy noaBury, noc- ‘
Ty i TinecHoi monuTBM BBaxa-
loTb (260 xouyTb, W06 TaK iX
cnpuiManu), Haue BOHM BXe
Oynu Ha BeplMHi «apabuHUy.
Tak moxe OyTu i B yaci Benu-
koro locTy: nicns Kinbkox yc-
nixiB nerko BTPaTUTU ChpaBX-
HI0 OLliHKY cBOro «f1». Y ubomy
TBOpi onucyetbcss npo 30
wabnis «pabuHuy, i noTPiOHO
nomaneHbKy, 3 BENUKOK yBa-
roro Ta NOKOpo, BCi iX Npon-
TH. He TpebGa gymaru, wo mu
BXKE AyXe BWCOKO, a papLe
PeBHO BMKOHyBaTU AOpY4eHe.
Y nokytHomy KaHoHi cB. AHg-
pis Kputcbkoro, sikuii Bignpas-
NATMMEMO Y Liei YeTBep, YnTa-
€MO: «...1L106 HiXTO He 0OMaH}0-
BaB cebe gymaroum, WO BiH €
wock, OyBLK Hiuumy (NucT cB.
Masna po lManartis 6, 3).

lnsax, npo AKWIA rOBOPUTb
CB. IBaH JlicTBUYHUK, MOXHA CUHTE3yBaTH Y TPU 0COOMUCTI

eTanu: nepwuin NPosBNAETLCA Y BiApeYeHHi CBiTY, ax Jo
NOBEPHEHHS O NONOXEHHSA €BaHreNbCbKOro noyarkisLs-
BUTMHK. OTKE, TONIOBHUM € HE Came BiApeveHHs, a Te, Lo

BUnNnMBace 3i cnis Icyca npo nosep-
J’(T) HEHHSl A0 NPaBAMBOro OAMTUHCTBA B
OYXOBHOMY CEHCi: cTaTW, fIK AiTu.
IBaH nosicHioe: «[obpum yHgamen-
TOM € TOW, WO 3pOBNeHNI A Ha TPbOX
nignopax i TPbOX KOMOHaxX: HeBWH-
T Kn(mmg. HiCTb, NicT i yucToTa. Bei npocBiveHi
y Xpucri (nop. 1 Kop. 3,1) nounHarotb
i3 UMxX peyen, 6epyun npuknag 3 TX,
AIKi NpocBiyeHi TinecHo». [lobpoBinb-
He BiAny4eHHs Bif ocib i 6nMM3bKnUx
ceputo Micub A03BONAE Ayl YBINTH
B rnudwy cninbHoTy 3 Borom. Take
BiflpeYeHHs1 Bede A0 NOCRyXy, WO
O3Hayae MOKipHEe XUTTHA B YNOKOPEH-
HSIX, IKUX HiKONK He Bpakye.

Ha ppyrui nepioa noctyny npuna-
[ae ayxoBHa 6opoTb0a i3 npuctpac-
TAMU. KoxHa cxoguHka ApabuHM noB’s3aHa 3 OQHiElo,
TONIOBHOK NMpUCTPACTIO, AKY «ifeHTUdiKylOTbCAY, «aiar-
HOCTYIOTBCAY, | AKIM HapalTLCA «NiKyBanbHi» BKa3iBKM
Ta nponosuuii napanenbl-wlx yecHoT. BopoTtbba npotu

: npucTpacTen Habupae No3UTMB-
Hoi hopMK, ika CTUpaE HeraTMB
yepes pilo obpasy «BOTHIO»
Lyxa Cesitoro: «Bci, siki 6epyThb
y4acTb B Ui 60poTb6i (nop. 1
Tum. 6,12), TBeppain i Baxkin,
3HaKTb, WO KUOATLCA Y BO-
roHb, SIKWO cnpaBai 6axaloTb,
wWob HemaTepianbHUA BOTrOHb
3amellKaB y HUX». BoroHb [lyxa
CeaToro € BOrHeMm nOOBI i
npaeau. Tinbku cuna flyxa Ces-
TOrO € rapaHTOM NepemMoru.

OcraHHil nepiog goporun — e
XPUCTUSIHCbKAa  AOCKOHanICTh,
fIKa PO3KPUBAETHLCA HA OCTaHHIX
ceMu cxoamHkax «[paOuHu».
Lle HaiBuwi piBHi AyxoBHOrO
KWTTS, AIKMX AOCBiAYalOTb, Nyc-
TUHHOXMTENI, Ti, AKi AiNwWAn oo
BHYTPIlLHbLOI TUWI i MUpy. 3-no-
cepep TPLOX NepLIMX — NPOCTO-
Ta, Nokopa i MyapicTb — IBaH, 3a
OTuUAMM NYCTHHI, 32 HaWBaXNH-
Billy NpUMMaE MyApiCTb — YMiHHA po3ni3HaBaTu... «AK



NpoBiAHWK i NpaBUNO KOXHOI peyi, no Borogi, Ham noTpio-
HO NPAMYBATH 3a HaLWOK COBICTIO». TaKUM YUHOM Jocsra-
€TbCS CMOKOK Aylli, ika MOXe BMOBHI BigKpUTUCA ANA
ni3HaHHA rMUOUH BoXKUX TaEMHMLb.

CtaH TUWI, BHYTPIWHbLOr0 YMUPOTBOPEHHS, FOTYE Hac
[0 MONWUTBM, fika 3a IBaHOM, € NOABIHOK: «MONUTBA Ti-
necHa» i «monuTBa cepus». llepwa NigXoANTb TUM, XTO
notpedye gonomarati cobi TinecHUMU nocTaBamu: nig-
HOWEHHAM PyK, OUTTAM y rpyau, Ta iHWWMK; dpyea €
CTUXiNHOO, TOMY LLIO BOHA € HACMiAKOM pO36ymKeHHs ay-
XOBHMX 4yTTiB, Japom Boxum Tum, siki Bigparotbes Ti-
necHiit MmonuTBi. IBaH Ha3uBae ii «<MonUTBOIO IcycoBOIOY,
BOHa TBOPUTLCA MPOMOBIISIHHAAM caMoro iMeHi «lcycy,
NPOMOBNISIHHAM Ge3nepepBHUM, SIK JTIOACHKE AUXaHHSA. B
KiHUi MonuTBa cTae Ayxe NpocTor: cnoBo «lcyc» crtae
€aHicTio, abo NPocTo Hepo3diNbHO MOEAHYETLCA 3 Ha-
UMM Biganxom.

OcTaHHA cxoAnHKa gpabunm (30), 3BonoxeHa «TBepe-
3UM CNOEHHAM [lyxOM», NPUCBSiYEHA HAMBULLIA «TpinLii
YyecHOT»: Bipi, Hagii i, nepw 3a Bce, NO60BI. 3aKiH4YeHHA
«[pabuHN» MiCTUTL CUHTE3 BCLOrO TBOPY Y CroBax, fKi
aBTop Bknapae B ycTa camoro bora: «Lia gpabuna HaB-
4uTb Tebe AyXOBHOI AUCNo3unLii YecHoOT. S cTolo Ha Bep-
WKHI Liei apabuHK, AK Kaxe Mili BENTMKUA BTaEMHUYEHUN
(cB. MaBno): «Tenep e 30CcTalOTLCA: Bipa, Hagis, Nw6oB
- LIUX TPOE, ane HainbinbLua 3 HUX — nobos» (1 Kop. 13,13).
(3a http://beta.bazylianie.pl)

(3 padio «Munocepdruli Camap’aHuH»)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT

Today is the fourth Sunday of Great Lent, and on this
day in a simple, but sublime way, the Gospel reading
reveals the path of deliverance, and the way of salvation.
It reveals the love and mercy of God for a hurting
humanity, and glorifies our Savior, Jesus Christ. Today
our lesson opens with a father caught in the grips of an
understandable fear, lost in his worry over the illness of
his child, this father seeks out Jesus. He comes to Christ,
explaining how a demon has cast his son into the fire and
into the water, and how he could only with great difficulty
save his son from being burned or drowned alive. Christ
says to the man, "All things are possible to him that
believes." This is true. We understand this. We accept
this. We are Christians and we say that absolutely, God
can do everything! God can heal any man; God can raise
a person from the dead, make the lame to walk and the
blind to see. But then we lose our faith when it comes to
our own sins and difficulties in life. Because when we
look at ourselves, we doubt. We doubt that God can heal
us. He can heal somebody else, and He can certainly

perform miracles, but we wonder if God can truly heal our
own lives. We read the lives of the saints, we read the
scripture, and we believe that when Lazarus came out of
the tomb, God had brought the breath :
of life back into him. We believe. But
do we believe that God can deliver us
from our sins, from our passions,
from things that we have been doing
wrong?

We have the examples of the lives
of the saints to show that God has
taken people who have sinned,
sometimes much worse even than
we, and made them great, made them
perfect, and made them holy. During
this coming week of Lent, we have the example of St. Mary
of Egypt. The Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete, during
which over 250 prostrations or profound bows are
prescribed, is celebrated this coming Wednesday
evening, the fifth week of Great Lent, and in part honors
Mary of Egypt as an inspirational example of how God can
completely heal a person. At the end of each ode of the
Great Canon, two tropars honor the
venerable Mary of Egypt. For years she led
a sinful life, she had been a prostitute with
a multitude of lovers. Every impurity
imaginable she had partaken in and defiled
herself over and over again. And what did
she do when she came to repentance?
During a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, she
repented her sinful life and was converted,
retiring into the desert where she spent the
rest of her life in prayer, sorrowing for her
sins and atoning for them. The reading of
her life during the Canon service is
designed to give us an inspiring example of
conversion, sorrow and atonement for sin.
The Venerable Mary of Egypt believed that
God could change her. She believed that
God could deliver her from sin, and the Lord
healed her completely.

Now, as Jesus told the father in today’s Gospel reading,
"All things are possible to him that believes," so we too
must believe. These words are difficult words because it
is difficult for us to believe, to really think we can change.
Over and over we doubt ourselves. Over and over we
doubt that God can remove from us a certain sin. And
when we do that, there is this guilt in us that pushes us
away from holy things and then causes disbelief. So
because of that, the words of this man are recorded. Torn
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by years of grief and anguish, the father cried out to Jesus
in complete desperation, with tears, "Lord, | believe; help
my unbelief!" These words are not some riddle, some
clever euphemism, but they are truly
what God does to the soul. He takes
our unbelief, and if there is the slightest
seed of belief in us, he makes it grow.
In St. Matthew's Gospel, Christ
explains after the healing that if your
faith is as a mustard seed, God will do
anything. A mustard seed is tiny; you
can barely see it, but it is a very potent
seasoning, and it can grow into a great
tree from very meager beginnings. And

R because of the faith of the father, Christ
heals his son and the demon is cast out of the boy, never
to return. But the boy falls to the ground. It is like he is
dead. Then Christ takes him by the hand and raises him
up. God becoming man raises us up. God takes on our
infirmities and makes us able to live. This is the
implication of the incarnation. This is why we can be
saved. God has made our flesh able to live - He lifts us
' up. But God will only change us if we believe
that He can.

On a traveler's path between two great
cities, lived a very malicious snake.
Whenever a traveler came by, the snake
would come out from the bushes,
immediately approach the travelers and bite
them without warning. No one could pass
without crossing paths with the snake, and
his bites were vicious. Until one day a holy
man came along the path, and upon seeing
the snake approaching him, he told the snake
that if he must go ahead and bite him, then
he had his permission to do so. The snake
was taken back by the holy man’s remarks.
No one had ever spoken to him in this way.
He started to realize just how vicious he had
become and saw the error of his ways, so the
snake asked the holy man, “What must | do to change?”
The holy man looked kindly at the snake and said, “Under
no conditions should you bite anyone, anymore.” The
snake agreed with the holy man, and from that day on, he
would not bite any of the travelers passing by. For some
time, the snake enjoyed the playfulness of children, he
enjoyed the gentleness of strangers, and he saw the good
that came from his conversion. But then some older
children crossed the path, and they were not so kind to
the snake. They would throw him and play roughly with

him, until; he was bruised and beaten. This went on for
some time, until the holy man crossed paths with the
snake again. He looked at the snake; he saw his bruised
and swollen body and asked what happened to him. The
snake told the holy man how things had gone well for a
while, but then some older children came who played
rough with him and hurt him, but he remembered the
words of the holy man and did not bite them. He told the
holy man that he could not understand where things went
wrong, because he had followed exactly what he had told
him to do. The holy man looked at the snake, and with
gentleness in his eyes, said, “My friend, | told you not to
bite anyone under any circumstance, that is true, but |
never told you not to hiss.” Becoming better Christians
through deeper and more meaningful conversions within
our faith is very important, but we must be careful not to
become too trusting toward our fellow man. Only in God
can we have complete faith and trust!

We need to cultivate this seed of faith. During this time
of Great Lent, we need to feed our faith with activity, with
fasting, and with prayer. Then God will hear our prayer.
When we say, "Lord, | believe, help my unbelief," He will
hear it. And He will strengthen our belief. If we are to
grow in Christ, we must realize that it is quite possible that
we do not trust the Lord as much as we would like to think
we do. The best thing we could possibly do is stand
before the Lord and say, “I believe Lord, but please help
me with my unbelief”. The African impala is capable of
jumping nearly nine feet into the air, although it is a very
small creature, only about three and a half feet tall. Yet,
did you know that any zoo could keep the impala confined
to a yard with a stone wall only 4 feet high? Why?
Because the impala will never jump anywhere, unless it
can see the place where its feet will land! Our faith must
be greater than our sight, and our doubts can only be
removed when we are willing to maintain a relationship
with Christ! The Bible is filled with many people who
spent time in the presence of God and were fulfilled by
their faith. From the very beginning of God's Word, | am
often drawn to Noah. Here is a man who placed all his
faith and trust in God. It was not the fact that Noah built
an ark or preached for 120 years that made him
righteousness with God. And it was not that Noah was
sinless either, for no man or woman is without sin. But it
was Noah’s faith in what God said that made him
righteous before God. It was the fact that he was willing
to change his mind about himself, his world, and his
future based solely on the Word of God. He walked by
faith, and not by sight - and so must we!

(“Good Samaritan” Ukr. Radio Program)



